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The International Bible Lesson (Uniform Sunday 
School Lessons Series) for Sunday, January 31, 2016, is 
from John 11:38-44. Questions for Discussion and 
Thinking Further follow the verse-by-verse 
International Bible Lesson Commentary. Study Hints 
for Discussion and Thinking Further discusses 
Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further to help 
with class preparation and in conducting class discussion: 
these hints are available on the International Bible 
Lessons Commentary website along with the 
International Bible Lesson that you may want to read to 
your class as part of your Bible study. If you are a Bible 
student or teacher, you can discuss each week’s 
commentary and lesson at the International Bible Lesson 
Forum. 
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(John 11:38)  So Jesus, again being deeply moved 
within, came to the tomb. Now it was a cave, and a 
stone was lying against it. 

Jesus received a message that Lazarus was sick, but Jesus 
knew Lazarus had already died. Jesus could have healed 
Lazarus or raised him from the dead from a distance, but 
Jesus chose to do something better than heal Lazarus 
before he died. Jesus would glorify God before the 
mourners after all hope that Lazarus could come back to 
life had been crushed. When Jesus was “once more deeply 
moved,” Jesus simultaneously expressed His grief and 
anger at death, the last enemy to be defeated (see 1 
Corinthians 15:26). 
 
(John 11:39)  Jesus said, “Remove the stone.” 
Martha, the sister of the deceased, said to Him, 
“Lord, by this time there will be a stench, for he 
has been dead four days.” 

Jesus loved Lazarus, and his sisters Mary and Martha, and 
Jesus knew that raising Lazarus from the dead would lead 
the Jewish leaders to want even more to kill Him and kill 
Lazarus too (John 12:9-10). To raise Lazarus from the 
dead, Jesus could have moved the stone with a word and 
made a big display, but Jesus commanded the mourners to 
move the stone as an act of faith on their part. As Martha 
said, after four days the body would have been in a state of 
decay, and those who moved the stone needed to trust that 
Jesus knew what He was doing. 
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(John 11:40)  Jesus said to her, “Did I not say to 
you that if you believe, you will see the glory of 
God?” 

When people believe in Jesus Christ as Son of God, Lord, 
and Savior, they will see the glory of God all around them 
every day. Jesus planned to demonstrate the glory (power 
and truth) of God when He raised Lazarus from the dead, 
when He died on the cross for our sins, when He rose from 
the dead on the third day, and later when He ascended 
into heaven. As children of God, we see God’s glory in 
special ways and all around us. 
 
(John 11:41)  So they removed the stone. Then 
Jesus raised His eyes, and said, “Father, I thank 
You that You have heard Me. 

As they rolled away the stone from the cave, a cave similar 
to Jesus’ burial place, those who moved the stone and 
those nearby could tell by the odor that Lazarus was truly 
dead. Neither Lazarus nor Jesus were simply resuscitated: 
they truly died physically. Jesus then demonstrated His 
power and the power of prayer. Jesus’ prayer was not like 
the prayers of the hypocrites who loved to be heard 
(Matthew 6:5). Jesus thanked the Father for having heard 
His prayers, even His silent prayers on the way to Lazarus’ 
tomb, even all of His prayers throughout His life on earth. 
Jesus and the Father together would bring Lazarus back to 
his family alive. 
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(John 11:42)  “I knew that You always hear Me; 
but because of the people standing around I said 
it, so that they may believe that You sent Me.” 

Jesus prayed aloud for Lazarus to rise and for the benefit 
of those who heard Him, as well as to thank God the 
Father for always hearing His prayers. The Bible tells us to 
always give thanks in our prayers — “give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:18). Jesus gave this last 
miraculous sign before His crucifixion and resurrection 
from the dead to lead more to believe in Him personally as 
the Person He said and showed He was and is. He showed 
that true believers can pray aloud for the benefit of others 
to show the power of the Father and the Son to answer 
prayers as long as they do not do so hypocritically. 
 
(John 11:43)  When He had said these things, He 
cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth.” 

Jesus did not need to pray a long prayer. His prayer 
included an address to the Father who answers prayers, 
thanks to the Father, acknowledgment that the Father 
hears His prayers, and the reason He prayed aloud before 
the crowd. Our prayers can address God the Father, as in 
the Lord’s Prayer. Our prayers can give thanks to God, 
acknowledge that God hears our prayers, and the reason 
we are praying to God. Without hypocrisy, Jesus prayed 
for the focus to be on the Father and on the sign that the 
Father had sent Him. After Jesus prayed, He called in a 
loud voice for everyone to hear Him call, “Lazarus, come 
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out!” Jesus did not need to shout for Lazarus to hear Him, 
but for the crowds to hear Him call to Lazarus so they 
could hear and see the sign that He is the Messiah. 
 
(John 11:44)  The man who had died came forth, 
bound hand and foot with wrappings, and his face 
was wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus said to 
them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

In obedience to Jesus’ command, Lazarus came out, still 
wrapped in his grave clothes. Lazarus had not been 
“existing” in a tomb four days waiting for someone to 
rescue him. Then, Jesus commanded the people to take 
the grave clothes off Lazarus, which enabled everyone to 
see that Lazarus was not a ghost but a real, live, flesh and 
blood person (whose body would die again someday, but 
who would never die himself: see John 11:26 — “whoever 
lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?”). The gospel of John keeps the focus on Jesus, but 
no doubt Lazarus could report what he had seen in heaven 
because he had believed in Jesus and had not died even 
though his body had died and was buried in a tomb. He 
could report having seen Abraham and others, even as the 
Lazarus in Jesus’ parable had seen Abraham and others 
(see Luke 16:24-25). 
 

Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further 

1. Commentators seem to agree that the Greek word for 
“deeply moved” or “greatly disturbed” includes the 
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meaning that Jesus was angry at death. How might this 
teaching influence how you look at death? 

2. Why do you think Jesus waited four days before seeing 
Mary and Martha? 

3. What is one result of our believing in Jesus as our Lord 
and Savior according to this lesson? Can you think of other 
results? 

4. What is one reason Jesus prayed aloud for everyone to 
hear Him pray? 

5. Why did Jesus tell the mourners to remove Lazarus’ 
grave clothes rather than simply remove them 
miraculously himself when He could have easily done so? 

 

Begin or close your class by reading the short weekly 
International Bible Lesson.  
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